30            ORMSBY MACKNIGHT MITCHEL.

may give me time to breathe, and all that. Bead Byron
(Moore's Life and poetry), dined on fish, passed in my
" report" to the governor, and now am waiting for three
o'clock. If any person criticises my speech with judgment,
will say it is too " antique " for modern days. As to style,
it is too regular and harmonious, that is, swelling and
sinking too much in time. Yet I think it is strong and
nervous. I write these things to compare what I now
think with what I may think hereafter.

Well, 't is all over,    I have stood before the public, and
have  addressed them in a speech of forty minutes, (no
short period to fix the attention.)    I was much more calm
and deliberate than I expected to be.    Bungled and forgot
but little comparatively.    Some things I would have wished"
better; but no matter.    But few ladies present.    At least
but a very few.    I know not how it took and care no
great deal, so it is not positively damned, since I spent no
time upon its construction, and only used it as a stepping-
stone to my next,1 to be delivered in June, on a grand sub-
ject.    Then I will lay down my strength,  and try my
speed and bottom.    I have two months to prepare.    Pro-
fessor D------and Cadet S------were the most marked in

attention.    This  I noticed from the   stand.    The whole
audience were indulgent in this particular.

Lieutenant Mitchel liad obtained leave for the
purpose of doing some engineering work on a rail-
road then building in Pennsylvania. One day lie
was ordered to New York to carry to the directors
some information as to the plans, routes, and other
matters pertaining to the road. Finding himself:
confronted by these men, any one of whom was prob-
ably double his age, Mitchel proceeded to convey

The subject of the proposed speech "was " A National Association
for the Advancement of Knowledge." The burning of the rec-
ords of the Military Academy prevent discovering whether it was
delivered.ishd into camp (Adams), called for the new pres-
